
Make	recycling	a	habit!	An	update	on	recycling	at	DLSHCC	
	
Over	 the	 last	couple	of	years	at	DLSHCC,	 the	Environment	committee	has	been	

active	in	raising	awareness	of	recycling	at	the	school.		This	is	so	critical.	Without	

reusing	 or	 recycling	 the	 enormous	 amounts	 of	 waste	 we	 produce,	 (especially	

plastic)	we	will	run	out	of	places	to	put	it.		We	will	also	run	out	of	the	resources	

to	produce	it!		

	

The	 school’s	 environment	 committee	 has	 run	 education	 sessions	 with	 our	

scholars,	 introduced	 recycling	 bins	 in	 the	 school	 and	 in	 the	 classrooms,	

introduced	worm	 farms	 for	organic	waste,	 collected	plastic	 for	 the	Owl	Rescue	

project,	 and	 started	 making	 ecobricks	 for	 building	 projects	 around	

Johannesburg.	 Sincere	 thanks	 to	 all	 the	 children	 and	 parents	 who	 have	

participated	 actively	 thus	 far.	 	 Here	 are	 some	 updates	 on	 our	 projects	 for	 the	

year:	

	

• Owl	 Rescue	 Project.	 We	 have	 been	 collecting	 plastic	 bottles	 and	 other	

plastic	 for	the	owl	rescue	project.	An	incredible	 initiative	which	combines	

owl	 conservation	 and	 recycling.	We	will	no	 longer	 be	 collecting	 at	 the	

school	for	logistical	reasons,	but	you	can	stay	involved	by	delivering	plastic	

to	 Pathways	 Nursery	 school	 on	 6th	 Street	 Linden	 (between	 4th	 and	 5th	

avenue)	for	the	Owl	Rescue	project	to	collect.		

	

• Eco	bricks.	We	will	continue	with	collecting	ecobricks	at	the	junior	school.	

Thanks	 for	 your	 enthusiasm!	 Please	 keep	 compressing	 the	

plastic/Styrofoam	and	other	non-recyclables	 tight	 into	a	2L	bottle	until	 it	

weighs	 around	 500g,	 and	 leave	 the	 bottles	 in	 the	 containers	 outside	 the	

junior	 school	 administration	 block.	 (We	 may	 move	 the	 collection	 point	

soon,	 so	 look	 out	 for	 an	 update).	 The	 ecobricks	 are	 being	 donated	 to	 the	

ADVA	Youth	Skills	Development	project	–	 it’s	an	amazing	project	building	

structures	at	underprivileged	schools	around	Gauteng.	We’re	hoping	to	get	

them	to	come	and	show	our	children	how	it’s	done	soon!	If	you	need	a		



quick	update,	watch	

https://www.facebook.com/theecomomma/videos/1274500869360641/		

	

• E-waste.	 We’ll	 continue	 to	 have	 a	 e-waste	 (electronic	 waste)	 collection	

once	 a	 term,	 so	 please	 collect	 anything	 with	 a	 battery	 or	 that	 runs	 off	

electricity	 –	 computers,	 printers,	 electronic	 toys,	 cellphones,	 kitchen	

appliances	and	anything	electrical	for	the	collection.	If	you’d	prefer	to	leave	

it	at	the	school	immediately,	you	can	leave	it	at	the	High	School,	outside	the	

groundsman’s	offices,	and	they	will	store	it	until	the	collection	truck	comes.		

The	 collection	dates	 for	 the	year	are	18th	 to	20th	March,	20th	 to	24th	May,	

and	30th	September	to	4th	October.		

	

• Bread	tags	and	plastic	bottle	tops.		Plastic	bread	tags	and	bottle	tops	can	

be	 dropped	 off	 at	 the	 junior	 school’s	 admin	 offices	 as	 they	 are	 donated	

towards	 the	Casa	Da	Sol	school’s	 initiative	 to	obtain	wheelchairs	 for	 their	

pupils.		

	

What	else	can	you	do?	

We	 can	 all	 do	 something,	 recycling	 need	 not	 be	 onerous	 or	 time	 consuming.	

However	 if	we	 all	 do	what	we	 can,	 the	world	 and	 our	 children’s	 children	will	

thank	us	for	it.		

• If	you’re	on	a	Pikitup	recycling	route,	you	can	also	separate	your	tins,	and	

paper,	and	leave	them	next	to	your	bin	on	garbage	day,	and	they	will	leave	

you	new	bags	every	collection.		

• Hand	plastic	bottles	directly	to	your	local	trolley	collection	guys,	who	work	

hard	 to	 make	 a	 living	 from	 their	 recycling	 and	 who	 appreciate	 clean,	

separated	plastic;		

• Take	 part	 in	 collections	 at	 Pick	 and	 Pay,	 Woolworths	 Makro,	 and	 local	

parks	who	all	have	recycling	bins.	

• Find	 creative	 ways	 to	 use	 plastic	 bottles.	 Use	 them	 as	 containers	

rather	than	buy	them.	Reuse	plastic	cutlery.		

	

Let’s	clean	up	our	world	as	a	habit	–	every	little	bit	counts!		


