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Message from the Board:

#TheShift - what an event to launch 
the new Junior High School! Being a 
current parent I felt so much hope 
for the future of our College. Being a 
past pupil I felt envy for the current 
pupils who will participate in exciting 
subjects such as robotics and coding, 
visual arts, orchestra and new sports 
such as water polo - that didn’t exist 
when I was in Standard 6.

On behalf of the Alumni I would like to congratulate the 
Board of Governors and the Management of the College, the 
owners of the school, the Brothers and Sisters for being brave 
in sharing their plans and ideas with the parents and Alumni 
of the College.

I think the key take-away for the Alumni is that we are once 
again welcome to the College Campus. Secondly we have 
been challenged by the College to assist them in fund raising 
for the De La Salle Holy Cross Educational Foundation for 
school bursaries, a swimming pool, a robotics centre and an 
astro turf for the College. We can take confidence that private 
schools such as St Davids, St Stithians, St Albans, St Johns and 
even public schools such as Northcliff, KES, Jeppe, Parktown 
and Selbourne raise between R500,000 and R1,000,000 per 
annum. The Alumni Association and I need your help to make 
this a reality. Please join us on the 17th of March for our first 
AGM so we can nominate a new committee for the DLSHCC 
Alumni Association (26 years old and older) and our new 
Alumni X (17 to 25 years old).
 
We look forward to an exciting 2018 with all of us  
reconnecting and crowd funding.

God Bless
Patrick Munyembate

ALUMNI CONTACT:

Alumni Chairperson/ Treasurer: Deolinda Da Silva
Email: deolinda@thedasilvas.co.za / Cell: 082 928 7493

Alumni Co-ordinator: Barbara Visconti
Email: barbara@limelight.co.za / Cell: 082 8827365

Alumni Marketing & Liaison Officer: Adrienne Vester 
Email: alumni@dlshcch.co.za / Cell: 082 998 7541

Alumni Board Representative: Patrick Munyembate
Email: patrick@apmgroup.co.za / Cell: 072 787 4692

If you would like to join the Committee, please contact  
alumni@dlshcch.co.za 

Dates to Diarise:

2-5 March Mid Term Break

10 March High School Open Day

15 March Summer Sports Awards Assembly

24 March Quiz Night (MDC)

28 March-2 April St Dunstan’s Easter Festival

30 March Good Friday

1 April Easter Sunday

9 April Launch of the 2019 USM Draw

4 May Matric Dance

5 May Come Back Give Back Dance 

10-12 May High School Major Production

26 May Highland Gathering 

Please go to www.delasalleholycrosscollege.co.za - ‘News’ pages -  
for a full list of Fixtures and Events.

To sign up for our Alumni newsletter and to be kept up to date on Events, Happenings & News,  
please email: alumni@dlshcch.co.za or go to www.delasalleholycrosscollege.co.za



NEWS

Message from the Chairperson:

Congrats to the class of 2017!  We are always so inspired to 
see how amazing this generation is and are certainly proud 
of all your achievements as well as those of our alma mater, 
definitely creating tomorrow’s leaders today.

Talking of leadership (see how I did that), this month has seen 
a change in our South African leadership… It’s not quite the 
NEC, but how about joining us on the morning of the 17th of 
March for the committee meeting where we will be accepting 
nominations and voting for the new team to lead the Past 
Pupil’s Association?  Our demographic is such that we have 
members from three different schools as well as crossing 
a few generations, so we are also very excited to welcome 
youth committee members to share our ReConnect vision as 
well as drive a new youth program.  In keeping with our new 
look, it’s time to get down to the hard work of laying a firm 
foundation for the future of the Association so we are looking 
forward to a successful meeting with amazing outcomes. 

Talking of amazing outcomes, it seems we have reunions on 
the go for the Classes of 1978, 1988, 1998 and 2008.  Keep an 
eye out on the DLSHCC facebook pages for more information.

After the request for old uniforms and memorabilia I have 
recently received the old number 13 rugby jersey which we 
will be donating to the school – Enrico Barone (Class of ‘81) 
brought it with him from Australia and Ted Nicholls (Class of 
‘74) has given me a brief history on the jersey.  It has a tear 
and does look a little worse for wear so I can imagine the 
games it has seen.  The jersey was first purchased for the 
start of the 1970 season and the then right wing for that year 
was a Martin Morris (Class of ‘70), a really nice guy with a 
mop of red hair and a good turn of pace.  In the 1971 season, 
at the Bryanston High match, Ted Nicholls played the No 13 
after his U14 match.  He remembers scoring two tries that 

day. From that day on he was a member of the 
1st side led by the captain, Arthur Northfield 
and Vice Steven Lange (Class of ‘71).  For the 
1972 season he kept his position in the 1st 
side captained by Alan Kay with Roy Baines 
(Class of ‘72) as the Vice. He remembers that 
Bruce De Saxe/Peter Duggan (Class of ‘73) were his replace-
ment/s when he was unavailable. For the 1973 season they 
still had Joe Fitz William as coach and old boy Colin Johnson 
returned to give back to the game he so loved.  Captain was 
Tony LeRoy and Vice was Patrick Hogan. It was also the year 
of away trips to East London. Ted kept the jersey and his sub 
for that year was John Abate.  This was probably the best 
season the school ever had up to that time. Bitter rivalry 
existed between Northcliff/Roosevelt/Greenside and De La 
Salle.  Much to the team’s distress, the De La Salle head boy, 
Greg Royce, was dating the head girl of Northcliff High at the 
time.  In 1974, the jersey’s final year of service, the coach was 
replaced by Br. John aka “Little Man” with Captain Patrick 
Hogan and Ted Nicholls as the Vice.  It’s incredible that the 
jersey has been kept safe and sound for 48 years and we re-
ally would like to thank Ted for his kind donation.  I’m sure it 
will be framed and put on display at the school with the rest 
of our memorabilia.

Moving on to a bit of admin, just a quick update on sub-
scriptions - Adrienne is tirelessly working on updating our 
database and we have now made this so much easier to do - 
please click on the link:  
http://www.delasalleholycrosscollege.co.za/past-pupils/
calling-all-past-pupils then click on the red ‘Update Your 
Details’ icon in order to keep us informed of changes.  
Quick and easy with little effort, so please complete it, will 
just take 2 minutes of your time.

Semper incedendo,
Deolinda da Silva, Class of 1987

Message from the College Principal:

Hi Everyone

Welcome to the third edition of ReConnect.  Due to the 
weather our #TheShift event had to be postponed to Friday 19 
January 2018.  It was a great community evening with much 
positive support! 
Please have a look at the link:-  

https://vimeo.com/253849748/5211d7275d

We talked about #ShapeShift which includes the introduction 
of a Junior High School, Grade 7, 8 and 9 situated at the High 
School Campus and the introduction of two Grade RR classes 
on the Junior School Campus from January 2019.  
Our own Wellness Centre, looking after the physical, academic, 
familial, emotional and spiritual wellness of our pupils and 
community is nearly completed.

#GearShift concentrated on proposed changes in teaching 
methodologies, staff upskilling and digital integration.
#MindShift we will be concentrating on improving and expand-

ing our sporting and co-curricular  
programmes, looking at our fund raising 
activities and the establishment of our Bursary 
Foundation 

#FutureShift is looking at the closure of Road 
No. 3 enabling our Junior and High School 
Campuses to be united as one campus.

All these plans and ideas have created much excitement with 
project groups hard at work. We want to amplify our strength 
remembering we are a Catholic, Christian College that wel-
comes and respects all faiths and proudly upholds our ethos 
and history, keeping the safety and welfare of the children 
central to all we do.

I will give you our Alumni regular updates through Reconnect 
on all these projects. Read on and enjoy!

St John Baptist de la Salle – Pray for us. Mother Bernarda – 
Pray for us. Live Jesus in our hearts - Forever

Debbie Harris
College Principal



DLSHCC NEWS

This year promises to be a busy one as the College 
starts with its preparations for the Junior High School 
and other exciting and significant developments which 
form part of #TheShift. 
Thank you to everyone who joined us on the 19 January 
for our launch.

Watch the video below for a short synopsis of #TheShift event:
https://vimeo.com/253849748/5211d7275d



DLSHCC NEWS

At the beginning of Term 1, the 2018 Matric class welcomed 
the new Grade 8s with a day of fun, introducing them to the 
school, their councillors and the staff.
The Grade 8s had to dress up like babies, carry a fluffy toy 
and wear a ‘bib’ for the first week of school.
Thanks to Holly Spratley for the photos.

Congratulations to the 2017 Matrics

The College is extremely proud of the class of 2017 on their 
National Senior Certificate results. 

In summary:
• Achieved a 100% pass rate for the 31st consecutive year
• Achieved 100% Bachelor Degree Studies Pass  

(2014, 2016 and 2017)
• Achieved 184 subject distinctions (after re-marks)
• Average of 73.9% result per candidate
• Achieved an average of 2.5 subject distinctions per can-

didate 
• 8 pupils in the Top 1% of candidates across six subjects in 

the NSC examinations:

• Business Studies: Deena 
Martin, Kieran Payne, Natalie 
Styane and Philani Mpofu

• Computer Applications Tech-
nology: Jesse van der Merwe

• English Home Language: 
Taryn Rodgers

• Geography: Nicola Parschau
• Life Sciences: Taryn Rodgers
• Mathematical Literacy: Jason 

Mollink

• Taryn Rodgers listed on IEB 
Commendable Achievement List 
(within top 5% in five subjects 
and scored 80% or more for Life 
Orientation)

• Declan Mahony listed on IEB Out-
standing Achievement List (within 
top 5% in six subjects and scored 
80% or more for Life Orientation)

• Deena Martin (Dux Scholar 2017) 
achieved 9 distinctions.

Welcome to the Grade 8s of 2018

Declan Mahony

Deena Martin

Taryn Rodgers



DLSHCC NEWS

The Grade 11s and the Matric Dance Committee of 2018 
launched a new Matric Dance Fundraiser that began at 6am 
on Saturday 27 February! It was held in one of the Wits 
University’s rooftop function buildings in Braamfontein. We 
had a professional Cross Fit instructor and a Yoga instructor 
who ran two classes each. Yoga for the more contemplative 
of us and boot camp and boxercise for high energy lovers. 
The Grade 11s divided themselves into teams for registration, 
coffee and muffin sales, handing out goodie bags and spot 
prizes and ice cream sales.
Although the morning dawned rainy it did not dampen the  
attendance or enthusiasm of our participants who arrived on 
time to enjoy their class with a spectacular view of sunrise 
over Jo’burg City.
The Grade 11s gained points for selling tickets which were 
sold using an online booking app. We were thrilled to not 
only meet our target amount, but exceed it considerably.
WAKEUP JO’BURG is a definite repeat function that can be 
enjoyed by the whole family.

MDC 2018 - Wake Up Jo’Burg

Midmar Mile 2018

41 students from DLSHCC took part in this year’s Midmar 
Mile.  It was a great weekend  away.  They also took part in a 
gala at St Henry’s Marist College in Westridge Durban.
All the swimmers were sponsored and they raise R11 400.00 
for the NSRI.  They spent the morning with the NRSI learning 
all about the good work they do.

Cradle Stone Swim 2018

Some of the DLSHCC Swimmers competed in the Cradle Stone 
Swim on the 22nd of January in preparation for Midmar.

Trianyone Triathlone 2018
Tasneem Sallie, Joshua Black and Shakiel Sallie – 21 January.

Well done to David Mwangi and Shakiel Sallie on being 
selected to play for the U15 Orlando Pirates squad.

The Matric Dance Committee wishes to thank everyone 
involved and our generous sponsors for making it the success 
it was.



REUNIONS

Holy Cross Convent - Class of ‘77 
The Class of ‘77 had a reunion on the 3rd of February 2018 at Paputzi’s in 
Linden.. They had a lovely lunch together. Connecting, sharing and love. A 
special time! Front left around the table: Maria Papakyriacou Lafferty, Debra 
Papenfus Simpson, Barbara Visconti Essentrangle, Cheryl Telfer, Marika Taal-
man Smit, Jane Harrison Legg and Liliane Milosevich Waite.

Holy Cross Convent - Class of ‘70
A few of the ladies from the Convent got together recently - from left to 
right, back row: Anne Scott (nee Tangney), Lynn Comley-White (nee O’Shea), 
Sr Mary Tuck, Colleen Willoughby (nee Bruyns). Front row: Judy Werth (nee 
Hamman) and Ancilla McKinley (nee Bucknall).

De La Salle College - Class of ‘67
A few of the guys from the class of ‘67 had a small reunion on the 18th of 
February.  Serge Colongo, Mike Mellor, Arthur Lenferna, Kerry Swift, Des 
Lange, Paddy Ryan, Bruce Hugo, Hector Macrae and Patrick Kane.

De La Salle College
A surprise get together in Toronto! 
Peter Segeren and John Anderson had not seen each other in 40 years. 

De La Salle College - Matric Class of 1969 Holy Cross Convent - Matric Class of 1973

Blast from the Past:

To see what is happening at the College, please join the Facebook groups:  
https://www.facebook.com/DLSHCC/ and https://www.facebook.com/groups/2304078967/



ALUMNI NEWS

Designed & produced by 

Congratulations! R.I.P.

Past pupil, Kate Skinner, has been 
appointed executive director of 
The South African National Editors’ 
Forum (Sanef). 

Kate matriculated in 1986. 
Her mother, Mrs Skinner, was a 
history teacher for many years at 
DLSHCC.

https://www.enca.com/south-af-
rica/sanef-appoints-kate-skin-
ner-as-executive-director

Past pupil Brendan Robb, who 
attended De La Salle up to 2000, is 
speaking at the Electrospinning con-
ference in Stellenbosch next week.  
Please see link to the programme  
and speakers:

https://sncfibers.com/electro-
spin-2018/speakers/

Brendan’s older sister, Nicole Robb, 
has also obtained her PhD and is 
working in research at Oxford  
University.  Nicole secured herself another 5 years in her  
biophysics lab by winning a Dorothy Hodgkin fellowship.

In the month of love we want to celebrate a  
beautiful love story... 

Anthony O’Connell and Lucy Heaney were married in 
the Drakensburg on New Years Eve.  They are both past 

pupils at the College - Class of 2010 and 2009  
respectively.  

Congrats to you both, we wish you a lifetime of  
love and happiness.

SAVE THE DATES:
• Come Back Give Back dance – 5th of May.  Why not 

have your class reunion at the function? More details 
to follow.  Contact alumni@dlshcch.co.za.

• DLSHCC Past Pupils Association committee  
meeting – 17th of March, 10:30am at 33 Central 
Coffee Shop. Please will current members and new 
members join us – we would like to vote for a new 
Past Pupils committee.  

• Past Pupils days – 9th of June – more details to follow 
in our next newsletter.

Past Pupil Events:

Glenda Warmback (nèe Baston)
Glenda Warmback (nèe Baston) passed 
away on the 25th December after a short 
illness.  She is survived by her husband 
Keith, her children Chantal and Hilton and 
her grandchildren. 
Glenda attended Holy Cross Convent from 
1963 to 1971. Her funeral was held at St Charles Victory 
Park at 11am on Friday 29th December.

Ms Sandy van Zyl
Ms Sandy van Zyl was a much-loved  
teacher at the Junior School, who fought a 
brave and long battle with cancer.  Sandy 
passed away on the 3rd of December 2017.
She is missed terribly by all her pupils and 
members of the College staff.  
May her dear soul rest in peace.

Michael Oates

This year we mourned the death of Mike 
Oates. Mike and his wife Heather were 
very involved and supportive of the college 
whilst their two children Stephan and Leigh 
were here at the school. In later years 
Mike, a devout Catholic who never missed 
daily Mass, joined our finance department and put in 
many systems to improve the efficiency of this operation. 
On a personal level he assisted me enormously in under-
standing good financial management of a school for which 
I am most grateful. We thank Mike for his dedication to 
DLSHCC, may he rest in peace.  
Debbie Harris, College Principal

Condolences:
Our sincere condolences go out to Enrico and Mandy  
Barone on the unexpected death of Enrico’s father in 
December. May his dear soul rest in peace.


