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MESSAGE FROM THE
HEADMASTER

Dear pupils, parents and the broader school community,
“... He is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”
This verse from 2 Corinthians 5:17 reminds me that we write stories all the time. Working
alongside God, we write the stories of our lives. He creates the settings and the characters. He
creates the conflicts…the situations requiring choices. And we get to make those choices as the
characters in his stories. God may encourage us, invite us, surprise us, persuade us, challenge
us – but we, and we alone, decide for ourselves.
As we live out our stories, we sometimes try to convince ourselves that some decisions aren’t
actually written down or that we can selectively somehow strike decisions from our stories,
after we’ve made them. Looking forward, we tell ourselves, “no one will know” - looking back,
we think, “no one can ever know.” The truth is, every decision is captured and indelibly written
into our stories.
As we come to the end of the school year, it is a good time to reflect on the stories that have
been written by the many authors of DLSHCC.
The overriding theme to emerge from this year’s Independent Schools Association of Southern
Africa conference was that the educational sector needs a significant overhaul in the way we
prepare children for the future. Being called to be responsive to today’s world is a daunting but
necessary endeavour and I am grateful that our community in Victory Park has a significant
Catholic and academic tradition to draw from.

Mother Bernarda,
pray for us!
St John Baptist
De La Salle,
pray for us!
Hail Holy Cross,
our only hope!
Live Jesus in our hearts,
forever!

Much has been achieved this year with #TheShift. As much as it is reassuring to know that
we are moving in the right direction, it is critical to differentiate between improvement and
transformation in regard to schooling. Greg Whitby, Executive Director of Catholic Schools in
Australia states “Improvement, in practice, means accepting the status quo and trying to perfect the current models of schooling”. Catholic education is by its very definition, called to be
counter-cultural and to offer an experience that transforms each pupil and the culture and very
nature of our school community.
Transformation means creating a new construct that is responsive to the signs of the times and
the world in which we live; one relevant to this day and this age; and one that calls for inventiveness, creativity and, most importantly, empathy. This construct is grounded in a Catholic
worldview and serves the educational aims of that worldview.
We face many challenges within the industry today, with multidimensional transitions and leadership challenges. I believe that our shared vision for our future must be explicitly expressed in:
•
•
•
•

a commitment to holistic academic excellence
engaging meaningfully with transformation and diversity
sustainability which will secure the future of the College for the next twenty years
reimagining our Catholic educational mission

Our ethos plays a critical role in the character education of our school community and this
needs to be clear to all our stakeholders and interest groups. We have to meet each child
where they are at, personalise the learning - make it meaningful and relevant to them in the
context of their lives and faith.
Purely academic schools, which are seen as the solution to the educational crisis in South Africa, will be overrun in the next 20 years. A quick glance at what has been tackled and achieved
under the various banners of #TheShift is difficult to fathom considering that we started framing this concept a little over a year ago…

#ShapeShift #GearShift #MindShift #FutureShift
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New learning environment
We will also officially launch the new look Wellness Centre next year. This initiative has, after
lengthy research and consultation, created an environment which will be the first of its kind at
De La Salle Holy Cross College. This centre will have a welcoming atmosphere with a waiting
area, therapy offices and a multi-use boardroom facility. The multi-disciplinary team aims to
support our whole school community.
The Curriculum
Next year, there will be important changes in our curriculum. Our teachers have been hard
at work designing an exciting and relevant curriculum for next year’s grade 7s and 8s. Collaboration with Onsite Education allows the senior phase teachers to have access to a professionally curated online platform which will source, generate and provide content. At the
time of writing, the Mathematics department has finished filming work in preparation to “flip
classrooms” in 2019.
While the curriculum for grades 10 – 12 is still determined by the IEB, the teaching faculty remains committed to exploring new approaches, which are pedagogically proven, to enhance
the learning process for our senior pupils. We look forward to another fantastic set of NSC
examination results from the Class of 2018.
Productions and plays
This year, we have held a number of events including the brilliant production ‘Legally Blonde’,
public speaking competitions and the recently completed house plays. Next year, we are looking forward to the production of “Every year, every day, I am walking” - a provocative piece
about dislocation, about what home means, and about the first tentative steps towards healing and recovery, to be led by our newly appointed Director of Culture, Ms Caitlin Morris.

“I wish you and your
loved ones a
blessed and peaceful
Christmas period”.
- Atholl Murray

Farewells
Of course, it is the time in the year when we sadly say goodbye to some staff. This year, we
say farewell to Mrs Erica O’Connell who continues her teaching career at Lady of Fatima Dominican Convent in Kwazulu Natal. Erica has become an institution, we will miss her, and our
community is deeply indebted and grateful to this outstanding teacher, colleague and friend
for her exceptional dedication to De La Salle Holy Cross College.
Ms Rozanne Tonkin started at the school as an English teacher in 2008. We wish her all the
best on her well-deserved retirement. Rozanne, may you remember the past with fondness;
look to the future with eagerness; live each moment to the fullest! Thank you for your dedicated service to the College, for being the champion of so many worthy causes and for the
hilarious posts on the staff social WhatsApp group!
I would like to extend my thanks to Mr Brett Smeath-Thomas and Mr Will Vernel as they
move across the road to the Junior School. The manner in which both of you have embraced
the needs of the combined College is testament to your professionalism and character.
We wish all our leavers, including those pupils and families who leave us this year, every
success in the future.
I would also like to thank the Board of Governors and Ms Harris, for all their hard work and
tireless championing of our College. I am grateful for your continued support and wise counsel. Thank you to Mr Neil Berndsen for his insight and support with the establishment of
the Junior High School. May I take this opportunity to congratulate you on what has been an
exceptional year for the Junior School.
Thank you to the management and executive committees who remain committed in all their
efforts to ensure pupils have an outstanding school environment which proudly acknowledges its past and boldly embraces the future. I would also like to thank all the staff who make
this school the incredible place it is, a wonderful place of teaching and learning. Congratulations to our pupils who have achieved so much in the many aspects of school life and those
who have served the College with distinction at both national and international level.
As the new academic year approaches, I am excited about the partnerships with the Solution
Focused Institute of South Africa and Elevate Education – as we look to become a school that
does not view our children as merely outcomes and engages with best international practice
to improve the way our children learn and retain knowledge. Our partnership, as teachers
and parents, in this journey is very important and by working together we can provide our
children with an education that they can be proud of.
Thankfully, the plot God intends for us in writing this new chapter in the story that is DLSHCC,
involves making some mistakes, but also learning from them and allowing Him to redeem
them. What we must do, going forward, is to keep our stories in mind, when we are faced with
decisions. By asking ourselves what decisions we want written, permanently, into our stories
allows us to lay aside our old selves and put on our new selves.
Mr Atholl Murray, Headmaster, High School

#ShapeShift #GearShift #MindShift #FutureShift
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Tercentenary
Tercentenary of the death of Saint John Baptist De La Salle
7 April 2019 marks the Tercentenary of the death of a visionary, a leader, a
game-changer – John Baptist De La Salle. To celebrate the life and work of this extraordinary man, activities will be held in Lasallian institutions throughout the world
during 2019.
In Johannesburg, the celebrations were launched on Thursday 6 December 2018 at
the year-end Mass and will continue until Friday 6 December 2019. The theme for
this international event is: One Heart, One Commitment, One Life.
To mark the jubilee year a programme is being planned that includes liturgies, festivities, cultural and sporting activities that will promote the charism of Saint John
Baptist De La Salle and encourage the spirit of association between Lasallians. We
will create opportunities to interact with La Salle College in Discovery and Tsolofelo
Community in Phokeng.
Save the date! 15 May is the feast day of Saint John Baptist De La Salle. This day
will be the main focus for our celebrations in 2019. Archbishop Buti Thlagale, the
Archbishop of Johannesburg, has accepted the invitation to celebrate the jubilee
Mass. Mass will be said on the High School rugby field at 9.00 am followed by a day
of celebratory activities for the children. The learners and staff of La Salle College
will join us, as will representatives from Tsolofelo.
2019 has also been declared the Year of Lasallian vocations, a time to discern whether we are following in the footsteps of our founder, John Baptist De La Salle, who
opened schools that offered a preferential option for the poor. We will follow his
example with an emphasis on our outreach projects in 2019. The first of these will
be the Lentin Challenge. This year our Lentin Challenge realized 2000 tins of food;
the challenge for 2019 is to collect 3000 tins!
Let’s really make a difference by showing that we have the heart to commit to
changing lives in 2019. - Mary Hyam, Director of Religious Education and Formation

2018 Matrics

On 22 November, the Matrics of 2018 wrote their last exam as a whole grade.
It is customary to donate shoes on the last exam day, so as part of the send-off as
a grade, the Grade Rs, teachers and parents of the Matrics lined up as a guard of
honour before their shoes were donated. A pair of Spartan flip flops were given to
each matric pupil as a final reminder to always leave positive footprints.
#ShapeShift #GearShift #MindShift #FutureShift
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Cultural
The South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) wishes to applaud the extraordinary efforts of all of the 2018 Environmental Sustainability Project (ESP) participating schools!
A DLSHCC team consisting of Gr 10 pupils, Thomas Williams, Emma Fallon and
Jason Rogers, have submitted a paper for the Environment Debate that has been chosen as one of 12 National Finalists.
Delegates arrived at Sunnyside Residence, Wits University, on 4 December where they
prepared for their presentations.
On 5 December the teams presented their research at the National Young
Researchers Symposium to compete for Best Delegation and Best Presenter. They
received a certificate for outstanding achievement: biodiversity and land.
Well done to the College team! - Judy Werth, HOD Religious Education & Life
Orientation

Sport

#ShapeShift #GearShift #MindShift #FutureShift
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Staff News
“If art is to nourish the roots of our culture, society must set the artist free to follow his
vision wherever it takes him.” –John F. Kennedy
When everything else is in flux, the one thing we can turn to is cultural engagement. It
is how we make sense of our world and how we escape from our world. It is through
my new position as Cultural Director that I aim to introduce the De La Salle Holy Cross
community to the diverse and wonderful world of art, music, photography, storytelling,
filmmaking, theatre, dance, philosophy, and many other creative pursuits. It is so important that our youth interact with and appreciate culture.
Join me on this journey of spectacular cultural immersion. More opportunity and more
variety awaits. Thank you to DLSHCC for having faith in my ability to assume this role
and giving me the opportunity to play with purpose. - Cait Morris, English Department,
Dramatic Arts Department, Teacher in charge: Sound & Lighting

School opens for the 1st Term, on Wednesday 16 January 2019, 07:40.
#ShapeShift #GearShift #MindShift #FutureShift
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