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Message from the Board:
Dear Fellow Alumni,

There has never been a better time to 
enrol your child at De La Salle Holy Cross 
College.  With #TheShift we have so 
many exciting projects on the go which 
will cement our position as one of the 
leading co-education Catholic institu-
tions in Gauteng.

As an Alumni of the College you may 
have heard rumours and had percep-
tions that it’s difficult for past pupil’s children to get onto our 
waiting list . This is not the case. Our admissions staff will al-
ways give space to your child on our waiting list. Currently our 
admissions policy gives preference to children of Alumni. The 
official Admission’s Criteria which is Point 6. of The Admission 
Policy 2018-2019 states the following; 

6. ADMISSION CRITERIA

“Subject to the discretion of the Board of Governors and the 
College Management , to be exercised in the best interests 
of the College from time to time, enrolment decisions will be 
based on the following order of preference:

6.1.1 Siblings of families already enrolled at the College, and 
children of staff members
6.1.2 Black Catholic applicants
6.1.3 Children of past pupils
6.1.4 New Catholic applicants
6.1.5 Black non-Catholic applicants
6.1.6 Other applicants

Please look at the full Admissions Policy which is available on 
the De La Salle Holy Cross College website for further infor-
mation.

Currently we have space for 2019 and 2020. Please contact 
Admissions to enrol your child and a build a legacy for your 
family.

God Bless

Patrick Munyembate
Board Member – Alumni Portfolio

To sign up for our Alumni newsletter and to be kept up  
to date on Events, Happenings & News,  

please email: alumni@dlshcch.co.za or go to  
http://www.delasalleholycrosscollege.co.za/alumni/calling-

all-past-pupils

ALUMNI CONTACT:

Alumni Chairperson: Kathleen Genade
kathleen@omnibill.co.za / 082 560 9635
Treasurer & Finance: Deolinda da Silva

deolinda.dasilva@comair.co.za / 082 928 7493
Alumni Marketing & Liaison Officer: Jenny Duffy 

Email: alumni@dlshcch.co.za / 083 212 0070
Alumni Board Representative: Patrick Munyembate

patrick@apmgroup.co.za / 072 787 4692

If you would like to join the Committee, please contact  
alumni@dlshcch.co.za 

We are very sad to announce that 
Adrienne and Richard Vester (Class 
of 1994) are immigrating to Prague 
in October. Adrienne has been an 
absolute godsend this past year 
and has worked very hard on the  
Admin and Marketing for the Alumni.  
A very heartfelt thank you to her for 
all her dedication, project managing 
and incredible work ethic. She will be sorely missed! We 
wish her and her family all the very best and God’s blessings 
on this exciting new journey. Keep in touch!

Dates to Diarise

26 September Alumni Social function

5 October Confirmation

12 October Matric 2018 Valediction

13 October Grade 3 First Confession

26 October Wine & Gin evening

28 October First Holy Communion

12 November Memorial Service

23 November Grade 6 and 7 Farewell Mass

29 November Junior School carol service

Debby Cohn – 10 years
Natalie Elliot – 10 years
Nolubabalo Xelisilo– 10 years
Lauren Hutchinson – 10 years
Meryl Hamilton – 15 years

Carren Ilsley – 20 years
Debbie Harris – 30 years

Val Roach – 30 years
Angeline Motlhajwa – 30 years

Congratulations to the following members of College staff, 
who received Long Service Awards recently:

Long Service Awards



MESSAGE FROM THE 
CHAIRPERSON

Dear Alumni,

This is a call to action!!  We need you to help us realise our 
dream!

For most of us, our memories of swimming at school revolve 
around trudging to Linden Swimming Pool, doing PT swimming 
and then trudging back. We never hosted galas, all our inter-
nal school galas were held at Linden, and our swimming teams  
never had anywhere to practise and feel at home.

There were persistent rumours and car park talk that we would 
be getting a pool, but disappointingly, nothing ever came of that. 
Swimming at the College is frankly a chore - some of us pray that 
our kids don’t make the swim team so that we don’t have to get 
to training at a nearby facility by 06h30 for 45 minutes and then 
still get our kids to school on time in Linden traffic, whilst they 
change in the car!

This is all about to change!! We are building a swimming pool 
on the College grounds!!

This could be one of the most exciting things ever to happen at 
the school.  But it needs you if it is to become a reality.

Gavan Ryan (De La Salle Matric Class of ’64) has donated R8 mil-
lion to enable us to build our own pool.  But to ensure that we 
are fully committed to the project, he has made his donation 
conditional on the College raising the balance that is needed.  
That will be at least R2 million, and probably more if we want to 
meet our wish list.  

Without sounding grasping, that is where you guys come in!  We 
are asking you to generously give back to the College, and help 
establish a lasting legacy.  The swimming pool precinct will be 
a dream come true for the College, but we believe it will also 
provide a home for the College Alumni.  Our plans include an 
expansion of 33 Central into a clubhouse that will serve the 
Alumni.  The sports and leisure precinct that we envisage will be 
a stunning place to meet and have functions, and will undoubt-
edly raise the profile of the College.  We need you to help us turn 
the vision into a reality.

Why you? Well, Alumni are traditionally a 
source of funds and enthusiasm for big-ticket, 
high profile school projects.  Projects like this 
are an opportunity for Alumni to cement their 
association with their alma mater, and to give 
back something of what the College gave to 
them.  Your generosity will also be recognized 
on donor boards and in a presentation book, 
so that your association with and generosity to the College is  
acknowledged and displayed in perpetuity.  Generations will 
know that this was your College, and that you are proud of your 
association with it.

How much? We need to raise at least R2 million to cover the 
cost of building the pool and the grandstand, and equip-
ping it fully.  That will also provide for some of the associated  
improvements to the precinct.  But we want to take this incredible  
opportunity to establish a really special sports precinct, with 
an enclosed viewing area and vastly improved changing and  
ablution facilities.  We also want to heat the pool so that it 
can be used for 8 months of the year, and to smarten up the  
surrounding areas so that the whole precinct looks great.  That 
will all cost a fair bit more, but we will decide exactly how much 
we can do when we see how much we can raise.

Methods of donating.  There are a million ways to skin a cat.  
The money can be raised by individual donations, or donations 
by classes (the matric class of ’85 and so on), or by families or 
other groups.  Perhaps corporate donations.  We encourage 
you to form groups and to pool donations.  We are obviously 
looking for donations that are as substantial as possible – the 
donor boards will recognize donations of R10 000 (Bronze),  
R20 000 (Silver), R50 000 (Gold), R100 000 (Platinum) and R250 000  
(Diamond) with your name or the name of your group.  Details 
of the donations and the participants in each will be provided 
in the donor book.  Having said all that, smaller donations will 
obviously be gratefully accepted, and will be acknowledged in 
the presentation book.
EVERY donation, of whatever size, will help.  Let’s see 
which year can raise the most money!!! We will give you 
constant updates and barometers of where we are so 
you can track how the fund raising effort is progressing.  

DLSHCC - our own swimming pool!
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GAVAN RYAN
AQUATIC CENTRE

Donor Acknowledgement Board

Be �rst that you may be of service Saint Jean Baptiste de La Salle Mother Bernarda Live Jesus in our Hearts Forever

PLATINUM GOLD SILVER BRONZE



All donations will be strictly controlled and acknowledged 
through the Board of Governors. The school is also registered as 
an NPO so you can, if applicable, get a Section 18(A) certificate 
for donations and pledges.
Please see below for the donation process.

Donate materials.  Another way of donating might be to  
donate necessary materials, or provide them at a discounted rate.   
We need:
1. Sanitary ware (taps, basins, toilets, shower doors etc.)
2. Floor and Wall tiles
3. Swimming Pool tiles
4. Aluminum Windows
5. Light fittings
6. Solar heaters
7. Carport structures
8. Clear Vu fencing
9. Decking timber seating slats.

Timing.  We want to raise the bulk of the funding by the end 
of November this year, so that we know we can proceed, and 
what we can achieve.  So the pressure is on!  We need your 
commitment to this incredible project!  If you don’t have access 
immediately to the amount you want to donate, that is not a  

DLSHCC - our own swimming pool...cont problem. If you or your group wants to spread your donation over 
time (R5000 per month for 10 months, for example), that can be  
accommodated.  That way your group can be acknowledged for 
a much more substantial amount.
Function.  To learn more about this exciting project and how 
you can become involved, and to meet other Alumni, you are 
invited to a social evening on Wednesday 26th September at 
33 Central at the College at 18h00.  This Alumni evening will be 
hosted by Debbie Harris, principal of the College.  Please click 
on the below link to RSVP. We really hope to see you there!
https://goo.gl/forms/IsgsSV2NwV1I0VTl2
Please contact me or any member of our Alumni Pool  
Committee if you have questions.
Yours in faith

Kathleen Genade (nee Henry) Class of ’94   
kathleen@omnibill.co.za
Alumni Pool Committee
Chair: Bobby Heaney 082 453 2122 - Bobby@bhprod.co.za
Manager: Principal Debbie Harris – principal@dlshcch.co.za
Patrick Munyembate - patrick@apmgroup.co.za
Beatrix van Rooyen (nee Jansen) - kolping4you@vodamail.co.za
Marianna de Trevou (nee Toweel) - mariannadt@me.com
Leanne Menelaou (nee Manas) - leanne.manas@gmail.com
Stefano Mugnaioni - stemugna@gmail.com

How to donate to the pool project 

The College would like to track and acknowledge your  
donation.  To do that, we need to know who made the  
donation, and if the donation is an individual donation or part of 
a group – so for example you may be making a payment as part 
of a donation by a matric class e.g. the Class of 1989 etc.
We would therefore appreciate it if you can use the  
following PAYMENT REFERENCE when making the payment into 
the school bank account below:
Step 1:  All references to start with the word Pool
Step 2:  Add your initials and surname
Step 3:  If applicable add the name of your matric class or any 

other group, if the payment is part of a donation by 
that group. (Step 3 is not applicable if you are donating 
individually and not as part of a group).

For example: 
1. T. Shabangu is a parent who wants to make a donation for 

the pool. She wants her donation to be recognised as part 
of a donation by the Grade 7 class. The Reference she would 
use is Pool T Shabangu Gr7

2. B. Ainsley is a past pupil who matriculated in 1972, and 
wants his donation to be allocated to the matric class of 
1972. The Reference would be Pool B Ainsley Class72 

3. C. Anand wants to donate by way of an individual personal 
donation. The Reference would be Pool C Anand

4. Z. Ndlovu wants to donate on behalf of the Ndlovu family.  
The reference would be Pool Ndlovu Family

If the individual or group donation reaches one of the  
proposed thresholds for inclusion on the donor boards, the  
reference name will be reflected on the donor board.  So in  
example 1,  if the donation is in the Bronze or above categories, 
the name on the donor board will be “Grade 7 2018”; in example 2,  
“Matric Class of 72”; in example 3, “C. Anand”; and in example 4,  
“Ndlovu Family”.
After making your donation, please send a CONFIRMATION 
EMAIL to Joanne van Wyk at the email address below - it would 
be appreciated if you could do this from your personal email  
address so we can contact you if we require any further  
information from you.  These donations will be ring fenced 
from other school finances, to be used exclusively for the pool  
project.
If you wish to set up a monthly stop order and donate an amount 
over a period of time, or if you would like to receive a section 
18A certificate for your donation, then please contact Joanne 
van Wyk as well.
College Banking details:

Account Name: De La Salle Holy Cross College /  
Bank: First National Bank / Branch: Randburg / Branch 
Code: 254005 / Account Number: 50330274510

For any further details contact Joanne van Wyk 
011 888 2370 or jvanwyk@dlshcch.co.za



#TheShift
Update

Greetings everyone

In the third edition of Reconnect, I outlined for you 
our plans for #TheShift.  Just before the August  
holidays, we met again to update the school  
community on all that had been achieved during 2018.  Our new 
Junior High is ready to be launched next year under the leadership 
of the Deputy Principal, Ruan Liebenberg, and the drive team has 
committed themselves to having everything in place.

Our Grade RR classes are both full, the renovations have been  
completed and the staff are raring to go.

Thanks to the generous donation of eight million rand from Ga-
van Ryan, a de La Salle matriculant of 1964, we are delighted to 
share with you the news that we will be building a swimming pool  
precinct at our College.  This donation is dependent on the commit-
ment of the College to raise a further two million for the project. 
Should you be in a position to assist us in any way, we would be 
most grateful.

My thanks to the Alumni Association and special thanks to  
Adrienne Vester as the family prepares to relocate to Prague for all 
their efforts with this association.

The College has played an important part in all of our lives and we 
pray that we will continue to care for and nurture our pupils as they 
continue their journey to adulthood. We will always strive to af-
ford them modern and relevant learning experiences, so as to best  
prepare them for the world outside the College gates.

Yours in La Salle Holy Cross 
Debbie Harris

Message from the College Principal:



ALUMNI NEWS

2018 Discovery  
Graduate Hackathon 

Four University of Cape 
Town (UCT) Information 
Systems (IS) honours 
students won the 2018 
Discovery Graduate 
Hackathon (Gradhack) 
for a system that aims 
to boost communica-
tion between informal 
workers and potential 

In the Media

The winning hackathon team members 
are (from left) Nasiha Ally, Zack Zornitta, 

Natasha Oates and Ryan Tripod.

Perception rather than facts 

Executive director of operations 
at Vuma Reputation Manage-
ment Tshepo Sefotlhelo (Class of 
1995) is an articulate fellow with a  
passion for communicating strat-
egies, a niche he has earned for 
himself. 

Please see on the Past Pupils News 
page for the full article. Tshepo Sefotlhelo

ROTTNEST CHANNEL SWIM 2018
Nicky Mackenzie (nee McPhail - Class of 1993)

Rottnest Island is 20km off the coast of Perth.  Every year an 
open water swimming event is held for solos, duos and teams 
to swim across then channel from Cottesloe Beach to Rottnest 
Island. 

My first experience of the event was in 2015 when a mate of 
mine did a solo crossing.  After that I decided that I wanted to 
take part and organised to swim with 3 other girlfriends in a 
team in 2016.  After thoroughly enjoying the 2016 team swim 
I decided I wanted to do a solo crossing.  It’s a massive time 
commitment to train for the event and it wasn’t until April 
of 2017 that I decided that 2018 was going to be the year.  I 
trained with 7-time world champion open water swimmer, 
Shelley Taylor-Smith for 9 months.  The training swims were 
gruelling and endless!!  Not only did I need to prepare physi-
cally but mentally too.  20km in open water is a very long way 
and you mind can be your biggest enemy when all you have 
is your own thoughts and the bottom of the ocean to look at.

Event day arrived in February with good weather conditions.   
Standing on the start line was very emotional culminating a 
significant time spent training and preparing mentally.  There 
were 2000 entries in the 2018 crossing, with 400 of those do-
ing it solo.  My aim was to keep a steady pace for the first 
10km conserving energy for the second half when conditions 
usually get worse with wind and the current working against 
you.   The event went by in a blur.  It felt like my crew were 
stopping me every 5 minutes to feed and drink, when in reality 
it was every 30 mins.  I got to the finish in a time of 6 hours 
49 minutes.  It was only at the end that my crew let me know 
about a shark sighting that meant the end of the crossing for 
a significant portion of the field.  Fortunately, we were well 
passed the “shark zone” at the time of the sighting!

Training for and event such as this is certainly not done along.  
They call it a “solo” crossing, but truth is there’s nothing solo 
about it.  My husband and two boys were a massive source of 
strength and support for me along with my swimming squad 
mates.  I made friendships for life and hope to have shown my 
children that hard work does pay off and never to be afraid.  
It is with great pride I can now call myself a Rottnest Channel 
Solo Champion!

Ciara Flint (Class of 2014) recent-
ly graduated Cum Laude with 
an Honours Degree in Film and  
Television from Bristol University.

After doing her final year  
internship at a well known film 
production company in Bristol, she 
was offered a position with them 
and is currently working on a proj-
ect for the United Nations.  

She is also working part time 

Achievements

employers.

Natasha Oates, Nasiha Ally, Ryan Tripod and Zack Zornitta 
outclassed 10 other pitches to take top honours in the com-
petitive event in Johannesburg at the beginning of the month.

Read the full article: https://www.news.uct.ac.za/article/-
2018-07-13-uct-team-wins-national-hackathon

Ciara Flint

for BBC2 in London where she is a production assistant on 
the famed British panel show “Mock the Week” and is also  
freelancing for BBC3, creating short films for their social media 
outputs. 

She recently flew to Amsterdam to create a film about 
the world’s largest LGBT rugby tournament, the Bing-
ham Cup. https://www.facebook.com/827542444066855/
posts/1036148343206263/



ALUMNI NEWS

To see what is happening at the College, please follow us on Instagram (dlshcc_alumni) and join the Facebook groups:  
https://www.facebook.com/DLSHCC/ and https://www.facebook.com/groups/2304078967/

Dear colleagues from the 1978 HCC & DLS classes

The time for our reunion is drawing nearer - Saturday, 20th 
October and for the boys, additionally Friday, 19th Octo-
ber.

THANKS to those who have responded affirmatively and 
paid the requested deposit.
To those that have not yet replied to the invitation, but will 
be attending, please contact mike@vitrinemedia.com, so 
that we can plan accordingly.

If you are coming to the reunion, we need a COMMITMENT 
so please PAY the DEPOSIT of ZAR250. We need to reserve 
the location and pay for the catering which will be LAMB 
ON THE SPIT.

Many thanks and best regards,

Richard + Julie Anne, Paul

Mike  Ward  is the first generation who started at De La Salle 
College in 1964 and matriculated in 1973.  Mike got married 
a few years later and had 5 kids - 2nd generation to attend 
DLSHCC.  Mike has 5 grandchildren - of which 3 are 3rd gener-
ation Wards who currently go to DLSHCC.

Craig Ward, the oldest son, started DLSHCC in 1987 and  
matriculated in 1999.  Craig married a DLSHCC pupil from the 
same year, Amy Jo Harris, who is currently a grade 5 teacher 
at DLSHCC and they have 2 children - Sofia Jo, who started this 
year at DLSHCC in Grade R, and their son Casey who will be 
starting in 2020 in Grade 00, along with Keegan Ward’s daugh-
ter Lilly.

Wayne started school at DLSHCC in 1988 and matriculated in 
2001.  Wayne is married and they have 2 sons who are cur-
rently at DLSHCC.  Jordon Ward started in 2013 and is currently 
in Grade 6.  Their youngest son Kayden is in Grade R.

Three generations at the College!Reunions 40YEARS

Sebastian de Chaves visits DLSHCC
Sebastian de Chaves, class of 2008, is currently playing for the 
London Irish in the English Premiership, as a Lock.  He came 
back to SA in May for the summer holidays and spent some 
time at the College training - and took the opportunity to chat 
to some of the 1st team rugby players. 

Pictured with Sebastian from left to right: Tristan Bond (Grade 11, kicked the 
final conversion in one of the matches at Pirates), Nicolas Vranas (Grade 12, 

one of the top try scorers this season), Nicholas Leeming (Grade 12, Head 
Boy, son of past pupil Valerie Halley-Wright (class of 1989), and 8th Man), 

Michael Williamson (Grade 12, man of the match with Vranas for the Pirates 
Playoffs game) and Aiden Feeney (Grade 12)

R.I.P.

Chris Phillips  - class of 1970 - passed away on the 6th of 
September. Sincere condolences to his family.



ALUMNI NEWS

Chantal Walsh (class of 2001) and Jasen Welsh 
announced their engagement in July this year.

EngagementsCongratulations!

Designed & produced by 

Congratulations to Antonio Folgore and  
Carrie Graham, who got married on the 18 August 

at Lythwood Lodge in Midlands.  
Both were pupils at the College and dated since 

their matric year at DLSHCC (2009).
They started school together in Grade 0, and  
used their class photos as ‘table numbers’ at  

their reception.
6 of Carrie’s 7 bridesmaids and 2 of the 5  

groomsmen were also from DLSHCC.

Births

Congratulations to Alexia Cafetzoglou and  
Antonio de Freitas who got married on the 25th 

of August - they both matriculated in 2013.

Congratulations to Bridget Shibambu (class of 1999) and 
family, on the birth of little Amari.

Pictured left is 
Bridget, Baby 
Amari and 
proud big  
sister, Zuri, 
who is in 
Grade R Blue 
class at  
DLSHCC.


