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Message from the Board:
Finally it’s here! A newsletter
for the Past Pupils written by
the Past Pupils.
I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the Board
of Governors to welcome the
Old Boys from De Salle College,
the Old Girls from Holy Cross
Convent and the Past Pupils
from the combined De La Salle
Holy Cross College to the first
edition of RECONNECT.
RECONNECT is an avenue for us, the Alumni, the past pupils
of our school to reconnect old friendships from the past. We
would like to use this platform to share the milestones of our
Past Pupils and the present achievements of our School.

Please go to www.delasalleholycrosscollege.co.za ‘News’ pages - for a full list of Fixtures and Events.

Dates to Diarise:
14 September

Holy Cross Day

22 September

Blood donation day

24 September

Heritage day

27 September

Catholic Schools Athletics

29 September

Gin-tasting Evening, 33 Central

6 October

Confirmation

11 October

Matric Day

13 October

Gr 12 Mass & Valediction

14 October

First Confession

28 October

Class of ‘77 Reunion - TBC

29 October

First Holy Communion

20 November

Memorial Service

It has been encouraging to see the support we have had from
the old boys and old girls who are passionate about keeping
in touch and involved with the school through the Past Pupils
Association. We have so many success stories of Past Pupils
of De La Salle Holy Cross College to share such as Sebastian
de Chaves, Daniel Baron and Darren Scott to name but a few.

,
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I hope you all enjoy the line up we have for you in this edition
such as the interview with our new High School Head Master
Mr Atholl Murray, we welcome Sister Roswitha back to
Victory Park and look forward to the upcoming Reunions.
On the Friday, 29th of September, we officially launch the
RECONNECT Newsletter and The 100 Club initiative. Hope to
see you all there!
God Bless You All - Patrick Munyembate, Class of 1994
“Great friends just pick up from where they left off”
- Anonymous
ALUMNI CONTACT:
Alumni Chairperson/ Treasurer: Deolinda Da Silva
Email: deolinda@thedasilvas.co.za / Cell: 082 928 7493
Alumni Co-ordinator: Barbara Visconti
Email: barbara@limelight.co.za / Cell: 082 8827365
Alumni Marketing & Liaison Officer: Adrienne Vester
Email: alumni@dlshcch.co.za / Cell: 082 998 7541
Alumni Board Representative: Patrick Munyembate
Email: patrick@apmgroup.co.za / Cell: 072 787 4692
If you would like to join the Committee, please contact
alumni@dlshcch.co.za

Over a delicious Cappuccino
33 CENTRAL is available for EXCLUSIVE HIRE!
Catered or non-catered for...
•
•
•
•
•

First Holy Communion & Confirmation celebrations
Wedding Anniversaries
Baptism Parties
Children’s Parties
Kitchen Teas

•

Social Events, etc.

* Email Ms Harris - principal@dlshcch.co.za
for more information!
All parents, grandparents, learners and past pupils welcome!
33 CENTRAL is open during school terms, Monday-Friday, 06:30-13:00*
(*Operating hours are flexible)

DE LA SALLE
HOLY CROSS COLLEGE
www.delasalleholycrosscollege.co.za
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Message from the Chairperson:
Exciting times ahead – last year we promised that we would
be creating new and exciting ways for the alumni to
RECONNECT and here we have it!
The start of many ventures for the past pupils of our
lovely school to keep in touch, meet up and feel part of a
very successful school community. Over the years we have
seen many changes in the association, the class of 1979
started a past pupils committee many years ago and having
been recruited by Br Cornelius, John Nourse and Enrico
Barone some 15 years ago Barbara Visconti and I never left.
Since then there has been a wonderful team of core members who have helped as best they could, giving of their free
time and always doing their best to try to keep it together,
but never before have I personally been as excited for the
future of the alumni association as I am now. The reason
for this is because the school has understood the need to
appoint an alumni representative to the Board of Governors
and in so doing it not only reaffirms the school’s commitment to the past pupils, but also shows that it recognises the
added value of keeping this community together. We thank
you for this support and assure you of our love and appreciation for our alma mater and we look forward to working with
Patrick to ensure that the association grows from strength to
strength.

Everyone enjoys a great
comeback story so we will be
establishing a forum for you
to share stories, ask questions, update your contact
details, and just generally
keep in touch in whatever
way you choose. We hope to
help re-kindle the relationships you had at school and give
you easy access to the school as a venue for reunions, get
togethers or even just a quick coffee on the run. We want
you to know that whether you have left the school last
year, twenty, forty or even fifty years ago, whenever you
return, you will always be welcomed.
With 3047 successful alumni our school has a very strong
legacy, a legacy that each of us is a part of and even though
we are super excited about the future of the association,
we really need you. We need you to become involved, we
need you to share, we need you to tell us your stories, and
we need your advice…we look forward to the RECONNECT
so please feel free to email us on alumni@dlshcch.co.za.
Semper incedendo,
Deolinda da Silva
Class of 1987

Message from the College Principal:
Greetings to all past pupils of Holy Cross Convent, De la Salle
College and De la Salle Holy Cross College
As this first edition of RECONNECT is launched my grateful
thanks to everyone who has kept our Past Pupils Association active over many years and to all involved in the recent
initiatives and plans to welcome all the past pupils back to
the College.
As when your parents sent you to this great school, DLSHCC
continues to be the school of choice for many Johannesburg
families.
We do not take the confidence shown by these families
lightly and constantly strive to be “First that we may be of
service” to our present and past pupils.

We have many excellent facilities including our new coffee
shop ’33 Central’ that we
would like to make available
for the use of our past pupils.
We encourage you to support
our initiatives, meet up with
old friends and ensure the
ongoing success of our wonderful school.
Mother Bernarda and St Jean Baptist de la Salle - Pray for us
Live Jesus in our hearts - Forever
Debbie Harris
College Principal

To sign up for our Alumni newsletter and to be kept up to date on
Events, Happenings & News, please email:
alumni@dlshcch.co.za or go to www.delasalleholycrosscollege.co.za

DLSHCC NEWS

Welcome back to Sr Roswitha

W

e are very happy to welcome back into our community, Sr Roswitha Pelle was the Principal of Holy Cross
Convent in Victory Park and was part of the amalgamation of
the two schools, Holy Cross Convent and De la Salle College,
in 1986.
Over the years, Sister Roswitha was transferred to Windhoek, then back to Victory Park, then back to Windhoek and
now we are delighted to once again have her back with us in
Victory Park.
Her “old” pupils will recall Sister Roswitha as being an outstanding Biology teacher who had a wonderful rapport with
them in the classroom and around the school environment.
She was also a dedicated and compassionate principal whose
wisdom and insight is still very much appreciated.
Sister, we wish you many more happy and healthy years in
Victory Park and we are delighted to have you right here on
campus!

Past Pupils Day 2017

Thank you to everyone who came to the College to support
the Derby Day against Redhill, and the Past Pupils Day!
The day featured rugby, hockey, soccer and netball games
with many of our past pupils playing against the 1st teams
from DLSHCC.
Whilst the current pupils won the netball, tennis and hockey,
the rugby boys had a great time both on and off the field and
thankfully the past pupils managed to run away with the gold
on the soccer field. In true DLSHCC spirt, Daniel Baron was
first to be of service and gave so willingly of his time to
entertain us for the afternoon – thanks to all concerned.

Please pop in at a break time for a cup of coffee and a chat
as we will always treasure your friendship, your wealth of
knowledge and guidance.
Debbie Harris, College Principal

REUNIONS

30

YEARS

South Africa
Class of 1987 - Reunion
What a great evening we had when many of us returned to
the school for our 30th reunion at the annual Come Back
Give Back Dance!
The class of 1987 had a ball, the drinks were flowing, the
music brought back some memories of the 80s and the night
was filled with excitement. So nice to see ‘old’ friends, creating new memories and reminiscing over old ones. So very
special and such a privilege to be part of...during the evening
I couldn’t help but say a gentle prayer for those that did not
have the privilege of attending, our deceased class mates.

Thanks to Julie who joined us from the US, Robert from the
UK, Piotr from Poland, so glad you made the effort to attend
it was amazing to see you all.

Australia

England

Not to be outdone, the girls in Australia made a weekend of
their 30th reunion and went away together for lovely quality
time and of course the European contingent celebrated long
into the night in London this August.
Deolinda Da Silva - Class of ‘87

The ‘Come Back, Give Back’ Dance
Wow, who knew that reunions great or small could take place
at the school each year - with such little effort.
The annual ‘Come Back Give Back’ Dance is held for school affiliates who wish to attend and is often used for reunions. It
is held in the school hall, the evening after the matric dance
(which is still held in the school hall!).
The décor is exceptional and is still setup for the next evening
for when parents, past pupils and friends join in on a great
night out, dinner, dance and guaranteed fun times.
All ticket and bar proceeds are donated to a worthy charity so
anyone keen to organise this amazing function for their next
reunion can either contact the school or Deolinda at
deolinda@thedasilvas.co.za.

SAVE THE DATE! The ‘Come Back, Give Back’ Dance will
be held on 5th May, 2018.
The Class of ‘98 will have their 20th reunion at the dance.

NEWS

Events:
The 100 Club is an an initiative
to give parents and grandparents
access to the alumni events and
enjoy the alumni discounts. We
will be launching the 100 Club
at our Gin-tasting Event on 29
September, so please join us for
more information and to hear
about the benefits.
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Past Pupils Event - Gin-tasting Evening, 29 September, 5pm.
Bring your family and join us for a fun afternoon/evening!
Please see the Invite attached to this email for more info, or
look on the website, under ‘Past Pupils’.

Upcoming Reunions:

De La Salle Holy Cross College provides a caring, family-oriented
environment for learners from Grade R to Grade 12.

28 October - Class of ‘77 Reunion - Venue TBC.
Barbara Visconti - 082 882-7365 - barbara@limelight.co.za
Marika Taalman - 082 859-2943 - mikas@iafrica.com

The College offers a balanced curriculum which encourages
participation in a variety of spiritual, academic, cultural, sporting
and community-related activities.
This prepares the learner for the IEB National Senior Certificate
Examinations, and ultimately responsible Christian adulthood.
Email admissions@dlshcch.co.za or see under ‘Admissions’ tab
on the website for more information.
2-22 Road No 3, Victory Park, Johannesburg, 2195
Primary School - Tel: 011 782 5217 / High School - Tel: 011 888 1692/4
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www.delasalleholycrosscollege.co.za

To see what is happening at the College, please join the
Facebook groups:
https://www.facebook.com/DLSHCC/ and
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2304078967/

Blast from the Past:

Class of 1967

Class of 1977

DLSHCC NEWS

New Headmaster for DLSHCC High School

M

r Atholl Murray was born in Johannesburg and educated
at schools on the East Rand, North West Province and in
Johannesburg itself. He holds an Honours Degree in Educational Management, Law and Policy and obtained his teaching
diploma at Johannesburg College of Education.
He is married to Marilu and has two sons – Tristan (10) and
Dylan (3). His interests include reading biographies, travelling
(which he maintains is the best teacher!), the outdoors, fly
fishing, gardening and urban renewal projects. He says he is
also a “long-suffering” Liverpool Football Club supporter.
He was published in the 2003 Financial Mail Cricket Special for
the World Cup, his article entitled “Buoying the Boys”, which
looked at the state of school boy cricket. As far back as that,
he identified AB De Villiers and Faf du Plessis as two young
cricketers who would take the country to great heights!
Mr Murray sees teaching as a vocation and a commitment
to the growth of young people. He agrees with Professor Jonathan Janssen about teaching being the obligation to extend
oneself and work as a motivated educator. Mr Murray sees
a need for a change of mind set as far as teaching practice is

concerned as well as a need to review educational practices
to include more vocational subjects and schools.
The current educational system in South Africa is definitely in
a crisis with the shortage of schools, poorly qualified teachers, strikes and stay-a-ways. He maintains that “faith-based”
schools play a significant role in education. Excellence in education and safety in schools play a vital role in our country.
Mr Murray’s vision for De la Salle Holy Cross College is one
of a comprehensive community school. It must be the centre
of excellence, regardless of its size. The school should be a
place where children enjoy learning, teachers enjoy teaching
and parents enjoy visiting. It should continue to incorporate
the ethos and vision of our founders – St John Baptist de la
Salle and Mother Bernarda Heimgarten.
For more about Mr Murray, please see his weekly Blog on
the Communicator and the Website called “Thinking aHead”.
https://sites.google.com/a/dlshcch.co.za/the-desk-of-murray/
Debbie Harris, College Principal

February 2017 - DLSHCC management staff with Brother Robert Schieler, the
Superior General of the De la Salle Brothers and Brother Pierre Quattara,
General Councillor of RELAF region.

May 2017 - DLSHCC staff dressed in school uniform to celebrate Founders
Week at the College, which aimed to recognise the lives of our Founders and
have a lot of fun at the same time!

Mr Murray addressing the staff and learners at assembly.

Awarding Honours blazers at the Winter Sports Awards.

LATEST NEWS

Alumni Achievements
Sebastian De Chaves

Daniel Baron

The award for Players’ Player of the Season goes to Sebastian
De Chaves - congratulations Seb!

Congratulations to Daniel Baron, who has just released his
new album - ‘Weekend of Mass Destruction’.

Alumni Announcements
Deaths:
DLS Class of ‘75
Len Mellet sadly passed
away on Friday,
14 July.
Our thoughts and prayers
are with his wife and
family.

Come and join us for a cuppa!
We are located at the DLSHCC College High School.
Opening hours: Monday-Friday, during school terms,
06:30-13:00*. (*Operating hours are flexible).

HCC Class of ‘66
Kathleen Meredith (Daly) passed away on 25 July 2017.
Lindsay Botham (Gibson) also passed away recently.
In August 2016 the class of ‘66 had a reunion and both
Lindsay (left) and Kay (right) attended. Above is a picture
of these two ladies taken at the event.
Thoughts and prayers are with their families.
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