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DE LA SALLE HOLY CROSS COLLEGE 
 

16 April 2020 
 
Dear College Community 
 
We are now entering the “lockdown extension” period.   I suppose we all suspected it was coming, but it has forced 
us all to look again at the various very substantial effects that this unique situation is having, and will in the future 
have, on our lives. 
 
For very many among the College Community, and despite the many wonderful benefits that come with being able 
to spend valuable time together with family, this is a very stressful time.  It raises many issues and fears about the 
immediate and the long-term future.  Our children are concerned about the effects of the disruption on their 
studies, their relationships, and their broader school and social life.  Our parents face great challenges and 
uncertainty and, for many, the financial effects are already or will become very serious. 
 
The College cannot, of course, respond to or resolve all the difficulties that arise as a result of this unavoidable 
response to the Covid – 19 pandemic.  Where it can, however, the College has done, and will continue to do, all 
that it can to mitigate the inevitable negative effects. 
 
Nothing can take the place of a fully-functioning school, carrying on its vocation in the ways we are familiar with.  
Nothing can replace face-to-face teaching, varied cultural, sporting and other extra-mural activities, and the general 
social interaction that takes place on a daily basis during the usual functioning of the College. 
 
However, in circumstances such as those that now exist, where the College cannot function as usual, the College’s 
management teams and staff, at each of the Junior, the Junior High and the High School, have really pulled out all 
stops to ensure that learning continues unabated.  It really has been fantastic and heart-warming to witness how all 
the College staff have adapted to the new realities and have made it not only possible but also truly viable, to 
continue with the fundamental functions of the College.  For most among our staff, this has required an extensive 
shift in approach and attitude, and all have embraced that shift.  
 
On behalf of the Board, and also as a parent, I would like to take this opportunity, as inadequate as it is, to thank 
and commend all the College management and teaching staff, the administrative and accounts staff and the IT 
support team for the incredible job they have all done to ensure that the College continues to perform its mandate, 
and more.  Everyone has taken up the very considerable challenge, and, in my view, has more than met it.  May I 
also thank the Estate Manager and his staff, their support team and the security guards who continue at their posts 
to maintain and protect the integrity and assets of the College.  You have all lived out the College motto.  You have 
truly honoured the ethos and teachings of the De La Salle Brothers and the Holy Cross Sisters. 
 
I would also like to thank all the students for their enthusiasm and flexibility, being prepared to adapt to the new 
conditions, and for playing their part in contributing to the success of the on-line schooling process.  You have been 
an inspiration as examples of people who are prepared to rise to a challenge and thrive in adversity.  You have 
upheld the spirit of the College. 
 
May I make a special mention of the Matrics of 2020. These uncertain and challenging times are particularly 
difficult for you.  Your College will make every effort to minimise the effects of the disruption on you and your 
studies.  Do not despair, but maintain your strength and confidence.  Thank you for your courage, patience and 
trust, and thank you for continuing with your critical leadership role.  Your fellow students look to you as an 
example of how to behave, and you have done yourselves proud in setting that example.  Well done. 
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And, of course, we as the Board are extremely grateful to all our parents and past pupils – the glue in our College 
Community.  Despite your own personal stresses and difficulties, you have, as you always do, continued, in myriad 
different ways, to throw your support behind the College and its management and staff.  You have accepted the 
difficulties that must be faced in this crisis, you have encouraged and supported your children, and you have stood 
firmly behind the College in its efforts to continue to be there for its students, and to provide a proper service to all 
its stakeholders.  Without you, none of the College’s efforts would have been as successful or fruitful as they have 
been and will continue to be. 
 
We thank too our Owners, the De La Salle Brothers and the Holy Cross Sisters, for your unfailing support, prayers 
and encouragement which we feel and experience at all times, but particularly in difficult times such as those we 
now face. 
 
On behalf of Debbie Harris, our Principal, Atholl Murray and Neil Berndsen, our Headmasters, and all the members 
of their management teams, I have been asked also to assure you all that the usual avenues of communication 
remain open to all our parents and students. Please approach the College, through those avenues, should you have 
any questions, concerns, suggestions or the like.  The College Management is wholly committed to continue to 
serve, support and engage with the community, as it has always striven to do.  The Wellness Teams at the Junior 
and High Schools are also available throughout the holidays and beyond, to offer emotional, social and spiritual 
support.  Please use them if you need them. The College’s virtual doors are always open – helpline@dlshcch.co.za; 
helpline@dlshccj.co.za; principal@dlshcch.co.za; headmaster@dlshcch.co.za; headmaster@dlshccj.co.za. 
 
As things stand at present, the College will continue to operate in accordance with the existing calendar of terms 
and holidays.  Having said that, I think that it is very unlikely that the Government will permit staff and students to 
return to school for the re-opening of the second term on 4 May.  Accordingly, the College will, in all probability, 
have to continue to provide virtual rather than face-to-face schooling.  We are entirely confident, as you can be, 
that the College can and will do so.  Indeed, it is committed to advancing and improving all aspects of the on-line 
schooling experience.  We trust that you all, as the College Community, will continue to support the College in this 
on-going commitment to its stakeholders, and we thank you again for doing so. 
 
May I close by re-iterating my and the Board’s sincere thanks to and admiration for our College management, 
teachers, other staff, owners, parents and students for all pulling together during this unprecedented period.  We 
must all continue to pray for the decision-makers who are deciding how South Africa will meet this crisis, for the 
health workers who face this pandemic head-on, and for the many, many millions in South Africa whose situations 
are infinitely more challenging than our own.   
 
As our President says, Nkosi sikelel’ iAfrica, God bless South Africa and its people.  And God bless and give strength 
to our own community. 
 
With warmest regards, 
 
  

 
         
                                                                                                            
Paul McNally                                                                                
Chairman of the Board of Governors 
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