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Dear pupils, parents and the broader school community

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks, and that of my 
family, to the Victory Park community for their prayers, support and messages of 
condolence on the passing of my mother. 

I am reminded of Psalm 23: 2-3, “He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads 
me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness.” 

We are a vibrant community and there are times when it feels that there are not 
enough hours in the day. For us it is important to remove ourselves, even for a 
few moments daily, to forget the pressures of life. Being able to connect with God  
requires one to recreate the spaces where you were most able to hear His voice or 
feel His guidance.

Creating these ‘spaces’ differs for each of us. It might be in praying at your breakfast 
table in the early morning, before anyone else is awake. Perhaps in reading Scripture 
on the treadmill or in your car over the lunch hour. For some it is in a few minutes of 
stillness and solitude in the evening. Even in a boisterous community around a table 
with the family. Listening to music or in making your own music.

The lesson is to recognise that we are uniquely designed by God. This allows us 
to have the means, despite the busyness in our lives, to find Him. No doubt, He 
has already shown you how. By feeling God’s peace or His presence means you 
have permission to do those things, whatever they may be. Our task is to do them,  
consistently and often.

Praesis Ut Prosis

Atholl Murray, Headmaster, High School

Mother Bernarda,
pray for us!

St John Baptist  
De La Salle,
pray for us!

Hail Holy Cross,
our only hope!

Live Jesus in our hearts,
forever!

FEBRUARY 2020

MESSAGE FROM  
THE HEADMASTER
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Grade 12 National Benchmark Tests

VITA, our flagship Project Based Learning (PBL) curriculum, involved a dynamic 
classroom approach in which students acquire a deeper knowledge through active 
exploration of real-world challenges and problems.  The grade 7 pupils have success-
fully completed their board game project, enjoying playing environmentally friendly 
games. - Mr Delport

Academic and Cultural

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

We are delighted to partner with AdvantageLearn who will be offering the  
preparation workshops for the National Benchmark Tests. The workshop will take 
place on the 30th, and 31st of May on the College campus.
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Major Production 2020 This year the High School musical will be Disney’s ‘Aladdin’. The show will take place 
from the 22nd – 24th June in the high school hall.  - Ms Morris and Mrs de Klerk.

Sport

2020 Midmar Mile On Friday 07 February 2020 the Midmar swimming team left for Durban. 

The weather was overcast and dark with the promise of rain. We stopped midway 
at Harrismith and were informed that the planned annual gala at St. Henry’s College 
had been cancelled due to the weather. It was then onwards to register for the Mid-
mar Mile, and then onto our accommodation in La Lucia.

Welcomed by friendly staff as well as the owners, the swimmers made themselves 
at home and relaxed. Dinner and then entertainment for the evening, despite the 
rain that had now come in from offshore. 

On Saturday 8 February 2020, we started the day with breakfast and then a trip to 
the NSRI, Station 5 in the Durban harbour. We have been proudly swimming in aid of 
the NSRI Station 5 for the last four years. This year we were treated to a trip on their 
latest boat, the Alleck Rennie. The team raised R12 110.00 for this worthy cause.

It was then off to the beach, followed by lunch and attending Mass at the  
Blessed Sacrament in La Lucia, where the swimmers met up with Father James who 
gave them a blessing for the upcoming swim.

An early start on Sunday - and the swimmers were on their way to the Midmar Dam. 
There was excitement for the new swimmers for the open water event as well as 
sadness for those Matrics who were swimming it for the last time as part of the 
school. 

After all preparations for their events were done, it was off by shuttle to the start 
of each event. All the swimmers completed the Midmar Mile 2020 and enjoyed it. 
Despite the increase of wave size in the dam due to the weather changing (the boys 
had the roughest time) - every swimmer that took part emerged with a smile.

It was then back to our accommodation be-
fore heading back to Johannesburg on the 
Monday. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to  
participate in this event and are honoured 
to raise funds and awareness for the NSRI.  
- Ms Louw



Cross Country / Touch Rugby teams

Sport

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

Catholic Schools Gala 2020

Well done to our swimmers who  
competed at the Inter-Catholic gala at 

St Benedict’s.

Cricket
Weather has adversely affected our cricket season with plenty of rain in January and 
February.
Interhouse cricket, scheduled for Saturday 18 January, had to be postponed due to rain. 
We managed to play a 1st XI fixture against St Peter’s College, which we unfortunately 
lost, to a very experienced St Peter’s side. The following week’s fixture against Curro  
Aurora was also cancelled owing to the heavy rains.
The fixture against Edenglen on 15 February resulted in an exciting win. We are  
scheduled to play Beaulieu College on 22 February.
Our u15s have had a slightly better season. Despite a rain delay they managed to get 
a shortened 12 over game in against Beaulieu, just losing after a superb innings from  
Brandon Marsh who achieved a strike rate above 200. - Mr Barone.
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RESULTS
CO-ED SECTION
1ST  DLSHCC  497 pts
2nd  Marist Brothers  
 Linmeyer  406 pts
3rd  Sacred Heart  137 pts
BOYS SECTION
1ST  St. Benedicts  351 pts
2nd  DLSHCC  317 pts
3rd  CBC Boksburg  293 pts
4th  Marist Brothers  
 Linmeyer  262 pts
5th  St. David’s  246 pts
6th  La Salle   155 pts
7th  St. Catherine’s  
 Germiston  114 pts
8th  Sacred Heart  94 pts
9th  St. Ursula’s  12 pts

DLSHCC cross country team manning the 6km 
watering point at Pirates 21km race. 

Our first ever Girls Touch Rugby team  
competing in their first festival at Greenside 

High School.

For the first time, the Catholic Schools Office have created a league for Girls Soccer in 
order to satisfy the growing demand for the sport. With the league being in its first 
year, it was decided that there will be no trophies or official winner, however scores will 
be kept.
Our first game against Dominican Convent was unfortunately forfeited, leaving our girls 
with only three fixtures this term. St Teresa’s on 13 February. DLSHCCH girls won 9 – 2. 
We also won our match against St Ursula’s on the 20th, 4 – 0.
The last fixture is against Our Lady of Lebanon on the 26th. - Mr Barone.

Girls Soccer

GIRLS SECTION
1ST  Holy Rosary  335 pts
2nd  St. Dominic’s  
 Boksburg  319,5 pts
3rd  Assumption  
 Convent   293 pts
4th  St. Teresa’s  254,5 pts
5th  Brescia House  234 pts
6th  St. Catherine’s  188 pts
7th  DLSHCC   180 pts
8th  Marist Brother’s  
 Linmeyer  144 pts
9th  Sacred Heart  43 pts
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Camps On the 28th of January the Grade 7s set off on their journey, brimming with excitement and 
enthusiasm. Upon arrival at Kloofwaters, the students were briefed and enjoyed a nutritious 
lunch. Their day was filled with team-building activities and tree-climbing (with some reach-
ing up to 20 metres!). The evening brought thrilling events to the schedule, with ‘stalk-the-
lantern’ and ‘prison break’. The pupils ended the day with a hearty cup of hot chocolate and 
off to bed they went! 

The second day of camp saw the pupils have their problem-solving skills tested with activities 
such as the 3D Spider Web and ‘Lost at Sea’ where they had to prioritise amenities for their 
imagined shipwreck. In their free time, it was lovely to see the Grade 7s connect and come 
up with their own games. 

On their last full camp day, the pupils engaged in adventurous activities and learnt more about 
their surroundings, participating in a water-study to observe the biodiversity in the area. In 
the heat of the day, the Grade7s were excited to have the chance to swim in a nearby stream. 

We sincerely hope that the Grade 7 pupils had fun and were able to bond with one another at 
the very beginning of their High School career.  - Mrs Kamedza and Mr Hansen.

Grade 7s

The Grade 8s visited Camp Discovery, located in the Dinokeng Nature Reserve where 
they participated in various team building activities which ranged from mental to physical  
challenges. These activities focused on developing their ability to strategise and work collab-
oratively to achieve their goals. Many Grade 8s reflected maturely at the end of camp that 
it is the skills that each member brings to the team that enables a group to succeed. Some 
highlights of camp included the highly anticipated Mudstacle course, which left many Grade 
8s camouflaged after 45 minutes of slimy fun – some of the girls boasted that they will have 
glowing skin after the ‘mud treatment’; Pyramid building had our learners moving tyres from 
pole to pole with many strategies voiced; Blind man’s buff with a cup of water focused on lis-
tening skills and sorting one’s left from one’s right! Each evening ended with time around the 
campfire where we were entertained by our talented Grade 8s telling scary stories; sharing 
jokes and accents and singing songs. - Mrs Seedat.

Grade 8s

Grade 9s went to the YFC Training Centre in Magaliesburg 

The teachers accompanying the grade 9s (Mrs Taylor, Mrs Ruperto, Mr Kiggell and Mr  
Geldenhuys), were just as enthusiastic about a week outdoors in the magnificent settings of  
Magaliesburg as the children were. 

Upon arrival we were greeted by a cloud of white butterflies and a dynamic team of camp 
facilitators. The grade 9s were split into groups and had to come up with a team name, flag 
and war-cry. One of the expectations set by the learners themselves was to make new friends 
and this goal was certainly achieved during the week.

We witnessed incredible teamwork, collaboration and kindness. The first two days were fo-
cussed on team building activities. During this time, the children really showed their ability 
to think outside the box and problem solve. The next two days’ activities were to encourage 
each individual to move outside of their comfort zone, to push themselves to be braver than 
they believe they are. This was done through adventure activities like zip-lining, rock climbing 
and “The Anaconda” obstacle course. 

We returned to school as a more united group, which was our aim upon setting out. Watching 
the children on camp being pushed to dig deeper within themselves gives us a much deeper 
understanding of them as people. I hope that seeing their teachers outside of the classroom 
has helped them see us as more human too! - Mrs Ruperto.

Grade 9s

What do you get when you add the beauty of nature, spending time with friends, learning 
about the natural world, game drives, great food and an unforgettable experience?

For the pupils and staff who attended the Grade 10 Camp from January 21st – 24th at Kwalata 
Lodge in Limpopo, the answer is an easy one. 

Pupils experienced adventure games, encounters with wildlife (including an up close meeting 
with an African python), seeing the Big Five in a safe, natural habitat and enjoying the com-
pany of their fellow classmates. 

A great deal of thanks goes out to the Grade 10s whose behaviour made the College proud 
as we enjoyed a few days together on a camp that had limitless laughter and memories to 
last a lifetime. We also appreciate Mr Delport, Miss Hannweg, Mr Barone and Miss Morris for 
joining the grade on their camp. - Mr Delport.

Grade 10s
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Faith and Wellness Faith matters!

As a way of coming into line with the practices of most of the other Catholic Schools 
in the Archdiocese of Johannesburg, the decision was made this year for the  
College to prepare candidates for Confirmation in the Religious Education classes. 
The time allocation for instruction has increased and Mr Correa has joined the RE 
team. Preparation will now take place during class time. The youth are still encour-
aged to attend the Life Teen Programmes that are run in their respective parishes.

Archbishop Buti Thlagale will confer the Sacrament of Confirmation in St Charles 
parish on Friday 2 October at 6pm. - Mrs Hyam.

Confirmation

Lasallian Youth

Jordan Bulger,  
our DLSHCC Lasallian 

Youth Minister, recently 
attended a Lasallian 

Student Leaders  
Seminar in Sidney,  

Australia in January.
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Wellness
Diversity, discrimination and  
Inter-relationships

The Wellness team in collaboration with other psychologists and JPCCC has run a work-
shop with our Grade 7 and Grade 8 pupils. 
The aim of this workshop was to address the issues of discrimination, diversity and  
inter-relationships. This workshop has provided pupils with a better skillset to embrace 
and celebrate diversity (religion, gender, sexuality, culture and especially race) rather 
than polarize or engage in bullying or emotionally abusive behaviour.

Season of Lent The Season of Lent will begin on Wednesday 26 February. The High School community 
will attend the 12 noon Mass and receive ashes during the service. 
Lent is a time for personal ‘spring cleaning’. A time to look within ourselves and see how 
we can better live our lives. The 3 pillars of Lent, prayer, fasting and almsgiving help us 
to focus on our own needs and the needs of our community. The “Lentin” Campaign will 
be launched on Ash Wednesday. We have set a target to collect 3000 tins of food across 
both campuses during this period. The tins will be donated to the Tsholofelo Community 
in Phokeng who will distribute our contributions to needy families in the area. Please 
help us to reach our target. Tins of food will be collected in each classroom throughout 
Lent. In the words of Brother Moalusi, please help us to “Put a smile on the faces of 
others.” - Mrs Hyam.

Wellness
Anxiety, Depression and Suicide  
Prevention

Anxiety and depression are becoming more and more prevalent in the community. 
During the month of February the High School Wellness team at De la Salle Holy Cross 
College consisting of Educational Psychologist (Mrs Charlene Wessels) and Social 
Workers (Mrs Gail Towns and Sister 
Cheryl-Anne) is running an awareness 
campaign on Anxiety, Depression and 
Suicide Prevention. 
Teen suicide prevention week is from 
the 17th to the 23rd of February 2020. 



General Information

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

SAVE THE DATES - Upcoming school events:

28 March MDC High Tea.  
Contact Tash Black for more information (082 710 7999).

9 May Come Back Give Back Dance.

30 May 2020 Highland Championship Gathering - see flyer.
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MDC - Valentines Day

A reminder to parents to 
please keep their details  
updated on the EdAdmin  

Parent Portal.
DLSHCC Open Days:

High School - 7 March
Junior School - 14 March

Virtual MySchool card 

The Virtual MySchool card is 
now available on your phone.

Make De La Salle 
Holy Cross College 
your beneficiary.  

Download the 
MySchool App on 
your phone from 
the App Store or 
Google Play today.  



Craft Beer, Gin & Wine Bar • Market 
Food Stalls • Childrens Activities

Massed Bands

SATURDAY 30 MAY

DE LA SALLE HOLY CROSS COLLEGE

HIGHLAND
CHAMPIONSHIP

GATHERING

Rd No. 3, Victory Park
Johannesburg
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Our annual DLSHCC Highland Gathering to be held on 30 May 2020, has been  
awarded National Championship status!   

This will see the Gathering attracting more competitors and spectators than ever 
before.  If you are interested in promoting your business at this wonderful event, 

please contact Rosemary on 083 448 4046 or email marketing@dlshcch.co.za


